LDS reliance on spiritual feelings (Moroni 10:4, "burning in the bosom") is subjective
and unreliable. People in all religions feel confirmations for contradictory truth
claims, so the method cannot distinguish truth from error.

The Bible prescribes the same epistemology. Jesus: "If any man will do his will, he
shall know of the doctrine" (John 7:17). Paul: spiritual things are "spiritually discerned"
(1 Corinthians 2:14). Emmaus road: "Did not our heart burn within us" (Luke 24:32).
Rejecting experiential epistemology rejects the biblical model.

LDS epistemology is not "just feelings." D&C 9:8: "Study it out in your mind; then
ask." D&C 8:2-3: "l will tell you in your mind and in your heart." It integrates rational
analysis + spiritual witness + moral fruit + doctrinal consistency + prophetic
guidance.

All epistemologies are fallible. Empiricism: optical illusions. Science: replication crisis.
Testimony: unreliable witnesses. Demanding an error-proof method sets a standard
no epistemology meets.

« Other religions having spiritual experiences confirms LDS theology. D&C 93:2:
Light of Christ given to every person. Moroni 7:16: Spirit of Christ given to all. LDS
doctrine explicitly predicts authentic spiritual experiences across all cultures.

« Similar is not identical. The critic assumes all spiritual experiences are the same
phenomenon. This is asserted, not demonstrated. Different religions may involve
different spiritual realities.

o The system allows disconfirmation. D&C 9:9: negative results ("stupor of thought")
are possible. Many investigators pray and do not receive confirmation. The system is

not rigged.
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Moroni 7:16

Ask with sincerity, real intent, faith in Christ; Holy Ghost will manifest
truth

"Study it out in your mind; then ask" — rational + spiritual; allows
negative result

"l will tell you in your mind and in your heart" — cognitive + affective

"Do his will > know the doctrine" — experiential test prescribed by
Jesus

"The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit"
Spiritual things "spiritually discerned" — not by natural/empirical means

"Did not our heart burn within us" — Emmaus road

"Try the spirits" — discernment is required, not blind acceptance
"By their fruits ye shall know them" — pragmatic test

Fruit of the Spirit as experiential markers

Faith as ongoing experimentation and observation

Light of Christ given to every person

Spirit of Christ given to all — explains universal spiritual experience

"People in all religions
feel the same thing."

"The burning in the
bosom is just emotion."

"This is a closed
epistemic loop."

"Neuroscience shows it's

just brain activity."

"Elevation emotion
explains it."

"Confirmation bias
explains positive results."

"This is anti-intellectual."

1. Rational analysis

2. Spiritual witness

3. Moral fruit
4. Doctrinal
consistency

5. Communal
confirmation
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Spiritual witness

All methods are fallible.

disqualify it.

LDS doctrine predicts this (D&C 93:2; Moroni 7:16); partial truth
produces partial confirmation; similar feelings are not necessarily
identical phenomena.

D&C 8:2-3: "in your mind AND in your heart" — cognitive +
affective; and all knowledge involves neural activity — that doesn't
make it "just" brain chemistry.

Every method involves a prior framework; Moroni 10 and D&C 9:9
allow negative results; the system permits disconfirmation.

Every experience has neural correlates. If God communicates with
human brains, brain activity during revelation is exactly what
theism predicts.

Elevation doesn't account for cognitive content (specific thoughts,
doctrinal insights) or experiences that are uncomfortable and
contrary to expectations.

The conditions (sincerity, real intent, faith in Christ) are
demanding, and the system produces negative and ambiguous
results for many.

D&C 9:8: "Study it out in your mind." 2 Nephi 9:29: "To be learned
is good." LDS epistemology integrates reason and revelation.

Study, ponder, evaluate evidence D&C 9:8; 2 Nephi 9:29

Holy Ghost confirms through mind and

Moroni 10:5; D&C 8:2-3
heart

Does the belief produce goodness and
growth?

Matthew 7:20; Alma
32:33-36

Consistent with scripture and
revelation?

Galatians 1:8; 2 Nephi
28:29-31
Checked against prophets and the

church body D&C 28:2-7

Optical illusions, measurement error, hallucination

Replication crisis, paradigm dependence, theory-laden observation
Eyewitness unreliability, false memory, bias

Axioms assumed without proof; Godel's incompleteness

False positives, confirmation bias, emotional misidentification

Spiritual epistemology's fallibility does not uniquely
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