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Start with numbers and process. Force a full model, not slogans.

THE FORCED CHOICE

Either: Joseph Smith executed an unusually complex fraud that outperformed normal natural expectations, or
Joseph was a prophet in a restoration. 

Rule: If critics reject restoration, they must explain all core data (pace, process, witnesses, prophecy,
correspondence) with equal explanatory power. 

BOOK OF MORMON PRODUCTION MATH

Baseline: ~269,510 words (common LDS scholarship estimate).
Main dictation window: Spring 1829 (especially Apr-Jun).
Working-day models: about 60-65 days. 

Scenario Words Days Rate

Working model A 269,510 60 4,492/day

Working model B 269,510 65 4,146/day

Sunday-excluded wide 269,510 74 3,642/day

Calendar max window 269,510 85 3,171/day

Hourly Translation Pressure (65-day model)
Session Length Needed Pace

8 hours/day 518 words/hour (~8.6 wpm)

6 hours/day 691 words/hour (~11.5 wpm)

5 hours/day 829 words/hour (~13.8 wpm)

4 hours/day 1,036 words/hour (~17.3 wpm)

KEY PROCESS QUOTES

Emma Smith: Joseph would "dictate ... hour after hour" and continue "without either seeing the manuscript or
having any portion of it read." 

Oliver Cowdery: "These were days never to be forgotten" and "Day after day ... to write from his mouth." 

Use this line: Speed alone proves nothing. Speed + continuity + scale + theological structure creates the burden. 

LITERARY COMPARISON (USE HONESTLY)
Comparator Reported Fact Takeaway

Trollope 250 words per 15 minutes Serious disciplined pace

Dickens A Christmas Carol in ~6 weeks Fast, but short novella

Kerouac On the Road scroll burst ~20 days / ~125k High burst exists; later revisions

Joseph model ~269k in ~60-65 working days Very high sustained dictated output

Avoid weak rhetoric: Do not say "no one has ever written this fast." Say this profile is unusually difficult to flatten
into ordinary fraud theory. 
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If the critic cannot provide a full mechanism for pace + process, they do not yet have a complete natural
explanation. 

BYU Studies timing: byustudies.byu.edu/article/timing-the-translation-of-the-book-of-mormon-days-and-hours-never-to-be-
forgotten/
Scripture Central rapid translation: scripturecentral.org/evidence/book-of-mormon-evidence-rapid-translation
RSC process witness summary: rsc.byu.edu/vol-4-no-2-2003/coming-forth-book-mormon 
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Witness durability, prophecy pressure, and "couldn't-have-known" evidence lanes.

WITNESS DURABILITY (HIGH VALUE)
Facts:

Three and Eight Witness statements printed in 1830 text.
Later conflict and separation occurred with key participants.
Core witness testimony persisted rather than fully collapsing.

David Whitmer: "I have never at any time denied that testimony." 

Argument: Fraud cells usually crack hard under social fracture. Here, the long-run witness pattern is more
resilient than critics admit. 

PROPHECY CASEBOOK (RANKED)
Case A: D&C 87 Civil War (High Priority)

Date: December 25, 1832
Text: Wars "beginning at the rebellion of South Carolina"
Historical tie: Civil War outbreak at Fort Sumter, South Carolina (1861) 

Best critic line: Nullification crisis made this foreseeable.
Best LDS line: Grant partial foreseeability, but cumulative specificity still matters.

Case B: Broader prophetic pattern claims (Moderate)
Use carefully; avoid turning broad statements into over-precise claims.
Frame as cumulative probability, not all-or-nothing certainty.

"COULDN'T HAVE KNOWN" LANES
Lane Confidence Best Use

Production compression High Lead argument

Witness durability High Second anchor

Civil War prophecy High Probabilistic hit

Nahom / NHM Moderate Strongest external correspondence lane

Mahaway / Mahijah Moderate High specificity, bounded use

Chiasmus architecture Moderate Use filtered examples only

Nahom / NHM (Moderate, Strong)
BoM uses pre-existing place-name wording ("was called Nahom").
NHM tribal inscriptional data appears in Yemen corridor.
Route-turn discussions add cumulative weight.

Use line: Not standalone proof. Still stronger than "random coincidence" slogans.

Mahaway/Mahijah (Moderate, Bounded)
Name-level and role-level correspondence with Book of Giants traditions.
Best used as a convergence marker with broader Moses 6-7 parallels.
Do not oversell as one-hit proof.

Important: The local enoch-abraham-analysis file is useful for synthesis, but it explicitly notes limits (translation
dependence, fragmentary corpus, LLM subjectivity). 
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This is cumulative-case reasoning. One item can be dismissed; the combined profile is much harder to explain away
naturally. 

RSC Civil War study: rsc.byu.edu/civil-war-saints/have-we-not-had-prophet-among-us-joseph-smiths-civil-war-prophecy
D&C 87 text: churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/87
Nahom evidence: scripturecentral.org/evidence/book-of-mormon-evidence-nahom
Interpreter Mahaway study: journal.interpreterfoundation.org/where-did-the-names-mahaway-and-mahujah-come-from-one-
possible-explanation/ 
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Scripture rebuttal cards, satan-hypothesis stress test, and cross-ex sequence.

SCRIPTURE REBUTTAL CARDS (DIRECT)
Card 1: Revelation 22:18-19
Objection: No more scripture ever.
Response: Immediate warning is about corrupting that prophecy; universal canon closure is a theological inference
beyond the verse itself.

Card 2: Galatians 1
Objection: LDS preach another gospel.
Response: LDS proclaim Christ's atonement/resurrection; dispute is authority/restoration structure, not
replacement of Jesus.

Card 3: Deuteronomy 18
Objection: One failed claim = false prophet.
Response: Apply one standard to Bible and Joseph. No selective flexibility for one side only.

Card 4: Sola Scriptura Closure Logic
Objection: Bible alone means restoration impossible.
Response: Sola scriptura addresses doctrinal normativity; it does not automatically solve authority transmission and
fragmentation problems.

DOUBLE-STANDARD AUDIT QUESTIONS
What exact prophetic rule are you using?
Do you apply that rule to biblical conditional/deferred prophecy equally?
Are you proving canon closure, or presupposing it?
What is your full mechanism for BoM production profile?
Are you evaluating strongest LDS sources or only anti-LDS summaries?

"SATAN DID IT" STRESS TEST

Test biblically, not rhetorically:
Matthew 12 (divided kingdom)
Matthew 7 (fruits)
1 John 4 (Christ confession) 

Core challenge: If the satanic model can explain any possible outcome equally, it has no discriminative power.

Fast response template
"In principle, yes, deception exists. In analysis, you still need a coherent mechanism showing why sustained Christ-
centered discipleship output is the expected result of satanic strategy."

LIVE CONVERSATION FLOW (10-15 MIN)
Step Action Goal

1 Set one-standard rule Block selective hermeneutics

2 Show pace math Create objective pressure

3 Use Emma/Oliver quotes Add process texture

4 Use witness durability Challenge conspiracy simplification

5 Use D&C 87 + one correspondence lane Add cumulative evidentiary weight

6 Run scripture rebuttal cards Answer common Protestant proof-texts

7 Run satan-test triad Force coherent alternative model

FINAL CLOSE (MEMORIZABLE)

You can reject LDS claims. But "obvious fraud" is weak if you cannot explain pace, process, witness durability,
strongest prophecy lanes, and correspondence lanes with one consistent standard. Read the Book of Mormon in
full, pray, and continue evidence study honestly. 

CORE SOURCE LANE

BYU Studies timing: byustudies.byu.edu/article/timing-the-translation-of-the-book-of-mormon-days-and-hours-never-to-be-
forgotten/
Scripture Central rapid translation + word count: scripturecentral.org/evidence/book-of-mormon-evidence-rapid-translation ;
scripturecentral.org/evidence/book-of-mormon-evidence-word-count
RSC process + Civil War studies: rsc.byu.edu/vol-4-no-2-2003/coming-forth-book-mormon ; rsc.byu.edu/civil-war-saints/
have-we-not-had-prophet-among-us-joseph-smiths-civil-war-prophecy
FAIR witness + Deut 18 material: fairlatterdaysaints.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon_witnesses ; fairlatterdaysaints.org/
answers/Question:_Does_Joseph_Smith_fail_the_%22prophetic_test%22_found_in_Deuteronomy_18%3F
Interpreter + Nahom: journal.interpreterfoundation.org ; scripturecentral.org/evidence/book-of-mormon-evidence-nahom 
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